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showing their skill in the Moharram celebrations, but even here there has been a sad decline both in number and in the quality of the art.
The mention of the Moharram celebrations recalls the fact that Lucknow is a stronghold of the Shiah sect in India, and therefore these celebrations are attended with peculiar splendour and solemnity. When the Lucknow Court existed, these celebrations were specially patronised by royalty. The Imambara and the Shah Najaf are buildings specially built to commemorate the event with which the Moharram celebrations are connected. Originally a sad and solemn festival,, it gives the crowds, both Shiah and Sunni, both Hindu and Muhammadan, the opportunity of working up that spirit which, if not kept within bounds, would result in fanatical outbreaks. It is a peculiar religious frenzy, which is concerned more with the emotional expression of a crowd than with religion in its higher aspects. It sometimes takes the form of a show or sheer buffoonery, which is peculiarly revolting to those who understand the true significance of the solemn festival The religious teachers always preach against it, but, nevertheless, it has established itself as a national institution in India, and the lower classes, irrespective of caste or religion, are entirely devoted to it. In Persia it takes the form of mystery plays or miracle plays. In India it confines its expression, as far as the crowds are concerned, to the making of paper